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Where there is neither pain
nor Pleasure, Neither love nor
hatred-nor any desire, Such
as described by the sages, is
the Sentiment of Quietituded
‘Which reigns Supreme among
all Sentiments. |

ENGLISH
Section




Contents

Prose Section :

1. MY FAVQURITE INDIAN WOMAN POETS IN ENGLISH : Miss Kanagalekar

N

. TERRORISM-WORLD PHENOMENON :.

w

. AN AMERICAN METHOD :

A

5. CHARLES LAMB :

6. RUINS :

g 'WOLE SOYINKA-NOBEL PRIZE WINNER 1986 :

Poatry Section :

1. BROKEN :
2. HELPLESS :

3. HONESTY :

' Teja R., B. Com. Il

Miss Bhosale S. S.
B. AL

Miss Latke Anita T.

. NAT.ONAL INTEGRATION A PROBLEM AND ITS REMEDIES :

Miss Patil Veena S. B. A. [.

Miss Kamble Prabhadevi B.
S.Y. B A.

Miss Kawale Sunita J.
"F.Y. B. A

Miss Dhundre Shobha
B. A. |

Miss Kurane (;. B.
B. A. ll

Miss Desai Vandana
B.A Il

Miss Kawale S. J.
B. A. |




My Favourite Indian Woman Poets In English

Miss. Kanagalekar Teja R.
B. com-1|

Last evening, | was engrossed in reading Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘Autobiography’
while writing about ‘Kamala Nehru’, he first of all spoke about the Indian women in
general. He wrote, ‘“Most of us menfolk were in prison. And then a remarkable thing
happened. Our women came in the front and took charge of the struggle women had always
been there, of course, but now there was an avalanche of them, which took not only the
British Government, but their own menfolk by surprise Here were these women, women
of the upper or middle classes, leading sheltred lives in their homes-peasant women,
working class women, rich women-pouring out in their tens of thousands in defiance of
government order & police lathi. It was not only that display of courage & daring, but
what was ever more surprising was the organisational power they showed.

On the background of their poetice & eloquent passage, when | thought of Indian
women, | had no other alternative than to bow down & show my respect to Indian women.
Seeta, Savirti, Ahilya, Draupadi, Jijabai, Tararani, Savitribai Phule, Indira Gandhi, .. ..., a
long list of Indian women, will speak about their contribution to Indian civilization &
culture. Indian women never lingered behind, in times of emergency. They have played
their own part, as per the demand of the time. It is a thing of pride of pleasure for me
that they were the leaders, in critical position.

No field of life, they have neglected. In the field of English poetry also, they have
done the yeoman's service while studying my course book in English of H. S. C. | came
across two such Indian women contributors. They are Toru Dutt, & Sarojoni Naidu
| tried to learn in detail about their contributions to the English Poetry, and as a result, |
was tempted to say

“Much have | travelled, in the realms of gold . ... " Both Toru Dutt & sarojani
Naidu have become my favourite Indian-woman poets in English.

Dr. V. K. Gokak, in his, ‘The Golden Trearury of Indo-Anglian Poetry,” includes
Toru Dutt and Sarojani'Naidu as the most representative woman-poets of the Pre—
Independence Poetry period.

According to ‘Edmnnd Gosse’, Toru Dutt enjoys the status of a genuine innovator
in the field of Indo Anglian Poetry. She was a gifted poetess of excellent literary talent
and an amazingly precocious craftmanship. Toru Dutt will always be remembered as the
pioneer builder of the tradition of Indo-Anglian poetry. She stands in the glorious line of
John Keats. Though she died too young, she willlive along life, due to her contribution
to Indo-Anglian poetry. She is specially known for her * Ballads ‘. Her poems, ‘ The Lotus *
of * Lakshman *, impressed me a Iot.

* Love came to Flora asking for a flower .

This opening line of the poem itself speaks volumes about Toru Dutt as a poet
of * Romanticism ‘. She points out the speciality of the Lotus combination of the red-rose
and lily white. In this poem, Toru Dutt’s power of imagination is beyond word-description,

In her poem, * Lakshman *, Toru Dutt gives the conversation between Seeta and
Lakshman. While reading it, | remembered Late Mr. G. D. Madgulkar’s * Geetramayana °,
In her fluent language, Toru Dutt presents the fine picture of Lakshman, which will linger
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in my mind for days to come. Her poetry has been read, is being admired and will be read
with wonder and pathos, smile and tears.

Sarojani Nadu, one of the greatest daughter’ of India, very well served the cause of
Indo-Anglian Poetry, during the dawn of her career. She needs no introduction, as her
name is familiar to every reader of Indo-Aglian poetry. Popularly know as the ‘ Bharat
Kokila ’, or the ‘ Nightingale of India, ‘ she is the most typical woman poet. Before a
patriot, she was a poet, before a fighter for freedom, she was the composer of beautful
songs. In her perfect lyricism & melody, she is indeed the ‘ Nightingale of the Indian

Imagination *. Her poems, * The Queen’s Rival, * Village Song, ‘ * Awake ! “and '’ If you call
me, ‘' impressed me a lot.

* The shadows of evening gather so thickly,
like black birds in the sky .. ...."
( * Village Song ‘)
* Waken, O Mother !, thy children implore thee,
who kneel in thy presence to serve and adore thee ! :
(*Awake ! ™)
“ If you call me, | will come,
Swifter, O my Love !
( * If you call me. )

are some of the populan lines,

that speak volumes about Sorojni Naidu's,
Indiannes,s Patriotism and Romanticism.

| am proud of Toru Dutt and S. Naidu. Once again | remember Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru’s words, ‘“we are little men, fighting for the gereat cause

I am proud of the fact that | belong to this race.

QUOTATIONS

& A timid person is frightened befor a danger, a coward during
the time, and a courageous person after words.

— Jean Poul Richter.

# In this world, there is always danger for those who are
afraid of it.

— G. B. Shaw

% Because | could not for Death, He kindly stopped for me.

- Emily Dickinson
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Terrorism-A World Phenomenon Miss. BhosaleBS;\Sl.

We are now quite familiar with the “‘term” terrorism. It has become inalienable
part of modern life. We always have bomb explosions, hijackings, aeroplane sabotages
now and then. What is the [reason behind it ? Why all these things happening ? Who are
responsible for these happenings ?

The answer is that few unsatisfied people are causing these distrubances and
trying to pronounce their demands. §They try to attract world-attention towards them. But
in the process they endanger innocent people’s lives. And terrorism is nothing but danger
over human race. it ts danger to peace.

According to paul wilkinson, invasion of Israel over Palestine is the real cause of
terrorism cult. Thenceforward trend of terrorism started to get demands satisfied.,

What is terrorism ? We cannot make single definition of terrorism. [t has different
faces. All terrorists do not use similar actions or do not have similar ends. They do not
make specific people target. Politically discontented groups use terrorism to pronounce
their demands. Their purposes varies according to their demands, time, regions. But
terrorists do not care for innocent people. They do attack to and fro. They use violent
means to achieve their goals.

People look towards terrorism from different points of view. Some people think
that terrorist, groups use violence to overthrow corrupt government or to demand justice.
These people are sympathisers of terrorists. Liberals, copecially may be generous to them
According to them, governments also use force to crub just demands of people and that
is also one kind of terrorism. It is evident in south Africa. It is evident in Pakistan and
Shri Lanka. The blacks are not given civil rights, they are exploited by the government.
They are ruthlessly crushed by the governmant. In such situation if people incline to use
weapons, terrorism to fulfil their demands, one will hesitate to call it terrorism. On the
contrary the government uses terrorism, according to them.

On the same line American government is not ready to call Contra terrorists as
terrorists. Because in her opinion there is not political freedom and these groups are
demanding political freedom and [using violent means to gain it. But there are people
who think that they are terrorists aided by foreign countries like U. S. to unsettle the
govenment in that country.

In the same way America’s attack over Lybia is considered as an act of terrorism.
To surprise of common people America attacked Lybia or used terrorism to crub Lybia‘s
terrorism. It means that various countries acts according to their interests and decides to
call phemomenon as terrorism. :

Highjacking of aeroplanes is common device used by terrorists. Pan American
aeroplane was high-jacked and many innocent people were killed. When Kaniska Sabotage
look plack all foreign settled Indians including others in the aeroplane were killed. Kaniska
sabotage is the biggest tragedy of the century. Those people who were not guilty of
anything, they were !deprived of their lives, Such kinds of acts shoujd be condemned
strongly. It is the need of time,

When Palestine Liberation Front was organised it was mainly - political organisa-
tion. But after some years PLO tended towards terrorism.
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Assasinations of political leaders is also one kind of terrorism. Many world leaders
are shot dead by terriorists. One glaring example of this assassination of Mrs. Indira
Gandhi after Blue Star Operation in the Golden Temple. Some discontented people aided
by foreign powers propogate that they are not given justice. Therefore they are using
violence. But this kind of propoganda is false. In India, though sikhs are in minority we
cannot call them as minority. Because in every field of life they have progressed. Ten
out of eleven generals in Military are sikhs and sikh population is one to two percents
of whole population. If they are given separate state it is unjustice to the rest of the
population. Above all sikh terriorists are using violence recklessly. They kill people who are
innocent. Muktasar Bus killings, bomb explosions, assassinations of many leaders, were
carried by sikh terrorists. These few sikhs aided and trained by Pakistan. They even
do not hesitate to kill moderate sikhs who are not for separate state.

In Shri Lanka, Tamil Tigers are using terrorism and want political settlement
between them and the Shri Lankan government. The Shri Lankan government is also using
force to crub Tamilian’s right demands. Middle East is mainly affected by terrorist
activities. It has spread on global scale. It is like an international warfare. It is danger to
all and not to few. The people who support these terrorists sohuld think twice.

All countries should come together and think of remedies to overcome terrorism
The first and foremost imoprtant thing is to outroot fear in the minds of people. They
should be made mentaly prepared to fight against it when time demands. There should be
unity among nations to fight against terrorists. All nations should keep away their mean
interests in the interest of whole mankind and cooperate each other in elimination of
terrorism.

We must be fully prepared not to bend before force. We should stand erect in the
face of danger. We should be ready to offend if necessary. Our startegies should not be
necessarily defensive. We should put an end to terrorism. All nations should work in that
direction.

& & K

QUOTATIONS

% A small debt makes a man your debtor, a larger one makes
him your enemy.

- Seneca

% Decay is inherent in all component things ! work out your
salvation with diligence.

— Gautam Buddha

@ The great decisions of human life have as a rule for more
to do with the instincts and other mysterious unconscious
factors than with conscious will and well-meaning
reasonableness.

— Carl Jung
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An American Method Miss Latke Anita T.

(Translated from ** Gramin katha ani vyatha * by Shashikant Mahadeshwar.)

As student demanded questions of examination paper Mr. Sankpal startled.

“ No I'won’t give *, He said, * You haven't paid any attention towards your
studies. You haven‘t listened to me. Now the examination is approaching and you want . ..

““Oh | Sir!all other teachers have given .. .."'" one student grumbled.
Mr. Sankpal felt-like some one hammering on his brain. But patiently he asked, ‘' Does it
mean that all other teachers have given you questions and *’

“ Yes sir ** all replied in chrous.

“ Ok, but | wan’t *, Mr. Sankpal with determination.

“ You have to sir, you are new in the school. We have this new method. *’

* What method.”’

‘ An American method,” question are to be given before examination. and we
will prepare '

“ How many years it has been going on ?"

" Five years, Sir’,

“You are, now in the ninth standard and how do you know about earlier
years? '’

“ Senior boys told us. It will continue for this year also and you have to give
questions.”’

 Well | will enquire about it, I’ll ask the president of the institute. If this is the
case, |'ll also give questions. '

Then Mr. Sakpal started taeching. He was some what restless.

In the eight, ninth and tenth standard, the same thing happened. All the student
demanded questions. Therefore Mr. Sankpal enquired about it with others; they all consen-
ted that they have given questions and they are following the same method.

After school hours, Mr. Sankpal went to see the Secretary who also said the like=

wise. Mr. Sankpal told his opinion about the Method and asked, ** For what purpose it is
there ?

“ That will test students memory and it is an American Method., ““ The secretary
replied.

“ Yes, but . . . .

" You see Mr. Sakpal,” said the secretary intrupting him,” you don‘t think much
upon it. Mr. Deshpande, one of our managing committee member had advised us to follow
an American method. He is not here now, otherwise he would have . . .

* But | dont agree with this ”*, Sticking to his opinion M. Sankpal said.

** But no one has to do anything with your opinion. Do concern about your salary
only. And you have to do whatever the institute asks you to do. If you are really head-
strong about it. , ok we will find some one else. You continue whatever there is unless you
are asked for change” the secretary retorted back.

Mr. Sankpal left the place He realized that at least up to May he has to carry on
whatever there is,
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The examination was over. Answer sheets were assessed. Mark lists were got
ready. They were full of red marks. Results were very poor in all the standards. Mr. Sakpal
was very angry he called all the teachers Mr. Joshi, four years experienced
teacher said.

« Sir, it is the routine matter, students don’t study, what can we do?”

« We should apply another way “, said Mr. Sakpal.

~ Managing body has told not to touch the student or use any harsh words
towards them.”’

 Then what will happen in the annual examination ?*

* The results will be the same but no one will remain in the same class, Sir.”

« Means what ?*’

~ We have to pass all the students who have appeared for ihe exam. Those who
fail, will be reexamined and given marks.”

« But for what purpose it is going on ?”

|t is simply because our institution has decided to follow this method. Mr.
Deshpande says that it is fine remedy over westage and stagnation in the field of
education.”

There was no appeal against all these things. So Mr. Sankpal kept quiet.

He went with result sheet in his hand in the 9th standard classroom. He started
reading result sheet in stern voice. All the students realized that they have failed.

After reading out the results he said,”” You were given questions as per your
demands. Yet five out of thirty have passed in all the subject. ** Don’t you feel ashamed
of it 2

«+ Sir you gave question very late.”

* \/ery late means what? *

« Only eight days earlier, sir.”

« Are these days less ?*’

~ But, sir we could not find answers in the Guide. . . .. Sonin “ Said some
of the students.”

« What about other subjects ?”° You have failed in other subjects also.” asked
Mr. Sankpal.

« Sir, it is not possible to study all the subjects in eight days.”

« \What were you doing from June ?*

+ Sir, what's use of studying from Junes ? [f you don't ask questions on what-
ever we have read, it's useless.”

# But questions are on the same portion which you have studied.” Said
Mr. Sankpal. :

 Yes but what is the use of reading other things ? It's only strain on brain.
Therefore we decided to study after getting the questions.”

« What does it mean ? If you dor’t get questions won’t you study?

“ Yes sir, what is the use ? Questions must be given in advance.”

« But what will happen in the S. S. C. examination ?* asked Mr. Sankpal
anxiously.

:  No Sir, we will see to that afterwards why to bother for it from now ?*

As students go on answering. Mr. Sankpal became red with anger. He could
not-find words to speak. He just cannot tolerate all these cheating. He left the room in
despair. But after some time, he realised that at least five have passed because of this
Ametican method and it is rot bad at all. suddenly he felt cool and clam.

-
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National Integration : A problem and its remedies

— Veena S. Patil
B, A:l

The problem of national integration has became acute serious. National integration
is nothing but a psychological, educational process which has material, economic and
political bases and it entails a general patriotic feeling of unity, solidarity and cohesion
among various groups. It is the consciousness which must awaken the people at large.

The problem of national integration is very significant in independent India. India
is vast country and inhabited by hetrogenous races, religions, languages and cultures,
Before the British came to India, there was feudalism in India. There was social and
cultural integration among various kingdoms. On political sphere there was not integration
but tenous string of art and culture was common to all. But when the British came to India,
they tried to rule India on the basis of ‘ Divide and Rule . The contemporary problem has
its roots in this background. The desire to be integrated as a nation was felt after 1947
for the first time. Because the common aim of attaining freedom was achieved and the grip
over masses was lost. And integrity of nation is in threat. These threats are from parochial
secessionist groups. ( Onthe bases of race, religions, castes, community, region and
language these factionalists ). These selfish groups are using warm feelings of people
about thair race religions, castes communities, regions and languages to attain their ends.
And these groups are aided by imperial power with money and weapons. On the surface
it is picture and dangerous too. But more dangerous than this is masses passive attitude
( pessimism) towards this growing thraat.

There are three dimensions of national integration of equal importance

1. Political Dimensions : The central state relationship causes threat to our integrity.
Because the selfish political leaders use unfulfilled desires of state against centre and cause
much damage. The tension between centre-state relation is rooted in socio economic
problems of India some states are developed and progressive where as some are lagging
behind. In the vast country like India, it is not easy to give equal importance to all the
states because in democratic country, problems are solved through electortes. ( Those who
succeeded in convincing importance of their state, they get due share. )

2. Economic Dimensions : The vastness of size and bulkness of population nec-
essitates rapid economic development. Many conflicts arise when one want to inplement eco-
nomic measurements through democratic form. The centre has larger share in planning and
states are not in position to go ahead alone. Mixed economy adopted by the Indian Gov-
ernment also gives boost to unhealthy competition between private and public sector.

Hence there is a need for an all India economic perspcetive and speedy planned
economic growth.

3. Socio-Cultural Dimensions : There is diversity in our social life. Mode of
life varies according to geographical condition, hisorical tradition and regional peculiarities
religions. There is problem of secularization. Secularism means the belief that the state;
moral education should be independent of religion. But secularism in the context of India
is state which guarentees individual freedom of religion and deals with the individual as
citizen irrespective of his religion and neither promotes nor interferes with religion,

But we have failed to develop broad minded approach to other religions in the
proecess. And because of that there is selfish economic and political competition among
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various groups. Political leaders are manipulating problems of border dispute, dispute over
water share, linguistic problems, communal feelings for their purposes.

The tension is rising in our social and economic life day by day. And at the same
tension growing in the international sphere. Imperialists are challenged by newly-born
nations, non-aligne countries. India is the biggest and the most important country in the
third world. Therefore imperial forces are trying to damage position of India. They are
using various ways to do this. They try to pull strings of India by giving more economic
help. By providing arm or weapons to other countries like Pakistana, they want to hinder
Indian progress. They are aiding small secessianist, terrouist groups with money, weaponary
and political support. All these means are in trial against in Irdia by imperial forces. These
people who are against India are active in India’s social, ‘political, economic life. They
should be checked and thrown out at any case.

There are internal as well as external danger at to our integrity. Government alone
or political leaders or military cannot check these forces. There should be mass awakening
against these forces or dangers. Through mass education we should built movement against
these dangers and parochial interested groups.

1. Those who are exploiting warm feelings about races, religions, castes,
communities, regions languages shou'd be condemned on the larger scale.

2. All political parties should come on one dias to upheld integrity. These parties
should take up work of mass education against these dangers.

3. National Integration conference should be ravived and given directives to act
accordingly.

4. Economic inequalities among various groups must be eliminated.
5. The mass media should be used for masses and it should not be urban biased.
6. Regional languages should be given right place in the state administration.

Every step in all spheres of our life should be a step ahead to strenghten our
integrity. Otherwise there will be balknization of India. Therefore every citizen of India
should take oath of uphelding nation’s integriby.

¥ B &

QUOTATIONS

% Never despair. But if you do, work on in despair.
— Edmund Burke

% Economy is the art of making the most of life. The love
of economy is the root of all virtue.

- G. B. Shaw

¥ In art, economy is always beauty.
-~ Henry James
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Prabhadevi B Kamble
Charles Lamb i

Charles Lamb was born in London in 1775. He worked as a clerk in India House.
Charles Lamp used personal essays as a medium to express himself. The personal essay is
the foremost branch of subjective essay. In the personal essay there is delightful reflection
of the personality of the writer. Mountaigne first wrote the personal essays. He said that it
is myself that | portray. Because he knew only himself throughly.

He consciously modelled himself on Montaigne. Charles Lamb has successfully
shown how even nonsense can be good for a personal essay. He presumes that the reader
is his friend and takes him into confidence and tells trivial matters in an interesting way
Sometimes he mystifies readers. His essays provide information about his own life, his
relatives, friends, childhood, his likes and dislikes his whims and ideas. Sometimes
expressing himself from other’s point of view he ceases to be charles lamb.

His essays are generally short. There is unity of the impressisn derived from the
personality of author. Besides these general characteristics, the first and foremost specia|
characteristic of these essays is Lambs style. Itis full of echoes derived from many
sources. His modesty and humility is also easily recognizable through his essays. His
candour is delightful. He does not make a show that he is wiser or cleverer than he is. His
humour is wonderful. Such excellent combination of smile and tear is very rare. Another
Special Characteristics in mock heroic treatment of himself and mystification of his own
personality. He has love for paradox delienating contradrictory situations. He successfully
conveys his favourite idea or beats down senseless custom of the society or any prejudice,
His simplicity brings out the lovable elemznt in his character. And above all there is flow
of humanity.

His essays are full of autobiographical elements. * Mackery End *is full of child-
hood memory. The years he spent at school are given in ‘ Christ Hospital, Following this
period was that of his employment given in * The South-Sea House ° His retirement from
service appears in ‘ The Superannuated Man ’, He describss in fascinating way how he
liked it holidays and what he felt after retirement. In this essay he tells us that at just ten
minutes after eight *“ he went home forever. * The New Years Eve is melancholy essay.
There is deep sincerity, a deep revelation of the personality. It is an expression of his
intimate thoughts and tears.

His relations are described in ‘My Relations °, His brother becomes James Elia and
Mary is his cousion Bridget, His grandmother is in Dream Children, A Reverie. His mother
finds no place in essays.Lamb neither gives sentimetal nor brutal treatment to his memories,
He gives us his personal impression of things.

In South-Sea House there are sketeches of several clerks who were Lamb’s
contemporaries. He was fifteen years old, when he entered it and he was there fortwo years
in the office. Lamb’s tenderness to woman and children zppears. in * Dream Children *
and modern Gaelantry. All these essays projects charles Lamb as lonely but lovable man
who gained sanity through a protound insight into its opposite. Charles Lamp ranks very
high as personal essayist and and critics. He had rare vein of fun, pathos, humour and
insight His essays published in the * London * magazine. They are full of humour akin to
pathos, quaint, and charming.
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Through, his essays we come to know his tragic background of his life but there
is no self-pity to arouse our sympathy. His life is a tragic history, "' “* dashed tremendously

with gloom “ suffused with tears, but when read as a whole it is a tale of conquest and of
triumph.

Lamb’s preminent gift of humour is very important. Because of this he only enabled
himself to detach himself from the painful realities and and to view from obejective point
of view, It is love of life of things essentially human including weakness and even vices
that lifts him above the calamities of life. Carlyle coins words for it ‘ghastly make believe of
humour’-Oliver Elton describes it as ** Lamb method—-not the worst of putting a good face
upon life. ** His humour is a minigling of laughter and tears and they are again angelic
laughter and angelic tears. Lamb was a man, who could never have cherished any bitter
in his heart. He had a comedy view of life and he could see life and see it steadily and
as a whole.” This overflowing charity was materially helped by his gift of constructing
comedy out of the meanest stuff of human nature,

There is a keen and minute observation in the essays. Lamb was one of the wisest
men of his time. There is a sound philosophy of life in ‘ Old China ‘. Lamb’s playfulness
covers the deeper thoughts on homely themes he writes like a man of the world.

In style and in humour Charles Lamb is an Elizabethan. His humour is a rare rich
blend of elements scattered throughout Elizabethan literature. Whilewit is based on the
vigour and freshness of body and mind, humour is based on insight and sympathy. Lamb’s
essay’s shows all this. The essay ‘ Poor Relations ° opens with sheeer wits and ends in
pathos. Such a fusion is the result of an extreme sensitiveness to the true proportion of
things. Lamb places himself in the place of his object and takes that view of matter.

Sometimes Lamb combines fun with reflection. He hits at himself and others. Pure
fun appears in ‘ Roast Pig * which is full of absurdities. Even absurd details are
introduced only to heighten the sense of the ludicrous or to indulge in the habit of
punning. The mixture of fun and wit is prominent in the metaphors and comparisons. The
Clerks in the South-Sea House are linkened to the animals in Noah’s ark.

Lamb indulges in irony too. An unpleasing phrase, word or sentence is suddenly
made more pleasing sarcasm and a sadder vein of irony are fused in * My Relation *

Love of paradox appears in ‘ Superannuted Man ‘ and in Christs Hospital;
1) e. g. “* awoke in to sleep and found the vision true *, * 2) fortunate piece of ill-fortune *,

3)  Whom single blessedness had soured to the world.”

Charles Lamb’s humour is a blend of laughter and tears. It is akin to pathos. Humo-

ur was his saving grace. It could detach him from the painful and tragic realities and enable
him to survey the ills of mankind.

Sometimes his humour has an element of exaggeration. But what strikes promi-
nently in the sadness of this humour. He told Manning, “ | write in misery " There is an
acute and almost painful sympathy expressive of his profound humanity and warmth.Iln Poor

Relations * there is stream of whimsical metaphors. The entire essay ‘ Old China ’ contains
subduea element of pathos expressed in paradoxical way.

There is an atmosphere of poetry in Lamb’s humour. He speaks of the “ dusty
maps of Mexico dim as dreams in ‘ The South-Sea House °.
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He frequently inserts absurd details. There is constant mystification to which he
treats his readers. After speaking of real persons in the ‘ South-Sea House ‘, he pretends
they have no existance. In ‘Christ Hospital’ also he begins as Coleridge and ends as himself.

Humour accompanies pathos. He laughs to save himself from weeping e. g. the
description of his dead brother in Rosamand Gray, ‘Dream Children’, Pathos is best
achieved in * Dream Children ".

To sum up, pun, repartee, grave, exaggeration, grotesque, narrative whimscial turns
of thought, reminiscent anecdots, kindly ridicule, deli: cate irony all these things are present
with the finest taste and is sure in his pathos,

To understand Lamb’s essays we must place them against the tragic background
of Lamb’s life. The pathos springs from his life. We can learn of early days in ‘ Christs
Hospital *, introduction with his family in * My Relations *. The old Benches of the
inner temple youthful experiences in * Mackery End , in Hertford shire his official work in
‘ The South-Sea House ‘ his sentimental memories in * Dream Children °.

T & on

QUOTATIONS

% The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.
- Aristotle

@ Education makes people easy to lead, but difficult to
drive; easy to govern, but difficult to enslave.
- Lord Brougham

B He that falls in love with himself will have no rivals.
— Benjamin Franklin

% Seldom Comes Glorie till a man be dead.
— Robert Herrick

» A man may fall many times but he won't be a failure untij
he says that someone pushed him.
- Elmer G. Letterman

% If a man have a strong faith he can indulge in the luxury
of scepticism.
— Nietzsche

% In extreme danger fear feels no pity.
— Julius Caesar
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| was never a writer or a poet, but | was very fond of poetry. No, | don’t know why
was | very much fond of poetry. | used, to read pcetry and keep ‘ some selected *
with me.

Once | was travelling and on the way. | had to change my train. | could not get
food at the station. So | went in the town. As | was approaching the market, | saw
one big advertisment on the well . . . and

It was * Kavi sammelan, * Names of poets were mentioned on it and it was on the
same day. Only advertisement was sufficient for me. | gave up the thought of catching

the train and went towards the place. | was very much eager to listen my favourite poet's
poem.,

So | was at the place. The programme was already started. When | entered the
pendol one of the urdu poet wes reading his shayri with all the zest. Audience was
responding whole heartedly and clapping all the time. | also joined with them. But was
waiting for some one’'s enfry on the stage. My eyes were looking to and fro as
if they were starving to see someone. After long time, after readings of many poets, one
poetess entered on the stage. She was scared, looking shy, [t was evident from her walking.
She started reading her poems. Words were not words only, but they were soaked with
aching sorrow, pain and grief. All stunned by her poems, sat motionless. They forgot to
clap or even to breath. | was eagerly listening her poetry and words have iaken seat in my
heart.

| determined not to go without meeting her. | postponed my going. | searched
out her address and went to visit her house. | sent my identity card as | approached the
house. A middle aged man came out. | asked him very patiently, ““Is the poetess in the
house ?*

‘* Yes, come in and have a seat. ”

““Yesterday | heard her poems” | mumbled respectfully, ‘I am fond of her poems”’,

That man sent message inside, and she came out within few minutes,

I introduced myself and expressed my thoughts, feelings about her poems. We
chatted for a long time on ‘literature.” As | was about to leave, she asked me to stay for
supper. | happily agreed and stayed there.

As she reflected her thoughts on poetry, literature. | fell she was really a genius, her
intellect and muse astoundedme. My some what physical attraction about her changed in

to respectable devotion. After supper | left her house and continued my journey. On the
way | was feeling something missing.

After coming home, | wrote a letter or two but there was no reply from her. |
was very much disappoined. | felt very unhappy. My distress was beyond words. But
what was in my hands ? [ kept quiet, pressing my feelings. There was only one way of

meeting her. reading her poetry. | used to collect her poems from various sources and
read them to cool my burning heart. .

But alas! It was not also in my fate to get her poems. As days passed, her poems
also became rarity for me. | was very anxious. | tried to convince myself but was very
restless, up set. | could not keep myself at ease. So | determined to go to her place and
meet her. | was in her town infront of her house, once, | visited, and it was locked, as if
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my fate was sealed with it | enquired sbout her with neighbour. They could provide me
only this information about her. Her father died before many days. She was taken away
by her mother’s brother with him. | could not stress her mama’s house and was unsuccess-

ful in getting any information about her. With dragging feet. | left the town which was
once upon a time hers,

After 15 years.

| was travelling by a train. | stopped at one junction to change the train. As | was
leisurely looking to and fro | saw one face, beautiful but wrinkled one. Eyes were elqouent
but they were expressing seme fear. Her sari was very simple and some what dirty also,
In her arms was a baby of one year age. Two-three children were around her. | looked at
her intently, carefully. Yes she was . . . . yes that's she was. She was the poet who was
my favourite. | ran to her and cried, “ you . . .. here ? and in such a dress ? ** She looked
at me and almost yelled with anguish, *“ who ? you ? ”

Hurridly | said, * yes, yes it's | am, your devotee. How did you forget me ? Your
poetry is life to me, but have you stopped writing now ?

Suddenly she shizsvered and tears came rolling down from her eyes. ** No, no . ..
don’t ask me about writing and reading.” She said uncontrollably.

One middle aged man came near by and looking at me, shouted at her contemp-
tuously ““ don‘t you feel. You feel ashmed of chatting here with a stranger ? *
“ He, he is my father’s .. .. " She tried to say.

Intruppting her, he said, ‘* keep quiet | don’t want to listen anything. Come with
me. “ She looked at me, | guessed who was that man. | could not do anything. Tears
welled in her eyes. There overflowed the sea of sorrow, anguish helplessness, timidity
in her eyes,

I could guess what was * she “ in her family, what was her place and what was
her poem’s place in that life. | could view her routine life and stood motionless as she
started walking her husband’s footsteps.

| stood looking at her helplessly. For the second time, she was taken away from
me. Between | and her there was a big wide solid wall of social taboos, conventions. Now
‘I " was as helpless as she was. She flashed like thunderbolt in my dark life and left
me Forever. With her, she took my peace. Both she and her poetry was seized, from me
once again. Her vision became rarity for me. | am still lestless, upset as | would not do
anything for her, | missed her, her poetry. But what is about her? It just beyond the words.
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Wole Soyinka - Nobel Prize Winner-1986

Dhundre Shobha
B. A |

Whenever exploited, humiliated section of society starts expressing them:elves.
there is fire, revolutionary spirit and force in their writings. They write for change. African
Literature is living example of it. It expresses Black people’s aspirations and their
grievances. African literature is rich in forms and contents. Itis creative. There are two
parts of African literature from the language point of view. On the one hand, there is
literature in the native languages like Swahili, Bantu and on the other hand there is
hiteratuie in languages like English, French, Dutch, Portugese. African writers in English
have gained eminence all over the world. There are famous writers like Achebe, Okara,
Wole Soyinka. And now African literature has claimed the Noble prize.

Noble Prize of 1986 for literature is awarded to a Nigerian playwright, poet
novelist and critic Wole Soyinka. He has played crucial role in the creation of a distinctive
African body of writing with Achebe, Okara, Okigbu, Clark. These writers have also played
distinctive role in creative African literature. Political and intellectual awareness in the new
African society has been always at the centre of Soyinka’s writing. His writing is explosive
but he is not iconoclast. There is humour, satire, sex, violence, imagery in his writings. A
short sketch of his early life will not be out of place here.

Soyinka got his B. A. degree from Leeds University, London. Then he did all
sorts of jobs for three years. He also worked as a script reader in the Royal Court of London
for a short period of time. In 1960-61 he got Rockfeller Research Scholarsuip in Ibadan.
Thenceforward he started his career as a writer. In Ibadan University College Soyinka
started publishing his writings, there he first published his famous poem ‘Thunder to
storm *. He also worked as the editor of * The Eagle ‘. Around the same time he wrote one
article entitled * Ten Most Boring Books °. To the surprize of American and British people
there he included Bunyans Pilgrim’s Progress, Melville’s Mobi Dick, Milton's Paradise
Lost, Spencer’s Fairy Queene Boswell’s Life of Samuel Johnson, Richardson’s Pamela,
Walter, Scotts lvanhoe, Goethe's Faustes etc. which are considered milestones in the
history of English literature.

At the age of 52, 20 collections of prose and poetry are at Soyinka’s credit. In
all his writings, there is emphasis on human values which he has considered superior to
social and political values. There is a depth, complexity and subtlety in Soyinka’s vision
of human life. Through his writings he has shown dilemmas in the 20th century African
society.

Soyinka is mainly famous for his plays. The first three plays he wrote in London
are regarded as good comedies. The Lion and the Jwell is very pleasing; The Invention
and The Trial of Brother Jero are full of political ironies. In ‘The Trial of Brother Jero’
is presentnd as prophet who has [ust for women. He always deceives people by displaying
his greatness with word-games and seeks pleasure. But in the end Jero’s mask i< tored by
one woman.

In Swamp Dwellers there is mud, water famine, crops and beggars superstitions.
The mother in this play has fear of her child’s death. There is brutality of brothers, blind
faiths of tribals. There is mystery of spiritualism and also corruption of clergyes. There ave
moving paradoxes in the play like famine and flood at the same place.
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His most famous play The Road is related to his life also. The professor in the
play says, * There are dangers in the Quest | know, but the Word may be found compa-
nion not to life, but Death . This play is full of commentry on modern life. Another

character, Samson says, ““ As for Professor, | will give him special office with
airconditioner, automatic printing press and so on and so forth. So he can forget driving
licences for all my drivers. The man is an artist and as a millionaire, | must support
culture *

Salubi : ** The day the police catch YOU: 5

Samson : ** Which kind police ? They will form line infront of my house every
morning to to receive their trip. No one will touch my lorry on the road.”

Such dialogues reflact what our life is. There is no need to explain this.

Soyinka’s most of the plays are written in verse and they sound natural in
that medium. They are highly poetic and full of typical African imagery. There is frequent
use of pidgin words in his plays. His characters are living and sound. Each emotion is
sharp and clear. Really he is a comic genius. He laughs at predicments. In his plays there
is no humour for the sake of humour.

He also suffered long imprisonment in his country Nigeria. He always stood against
oppressive rulers, tyrants. He shows how even African people exploit, oppress African
people. He does not want to establish himself as only Negro writer. He dislikes the word
Negrotude. It seems to him as mental slavery. He has successfully established as playwright
in the world.
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QUOTATIONS

& There is no great genius without a touch of madness.
- Seneca

% Talent is that which is in a man’s power; genius is that in
whose power a man is.

- James Lowell

% We have no more right to consume happiness without
producing it than to consume wealth without producing it.

- G. B. Shaw

@ The first requisite for the happiness of the people is the
abolition of religion-

— Karl Marx

% Hate is gained through good deals as well as bad ones.
- Machiaveli
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POETRY SECTION
BROKEN

The bank of the
calm and quiet sea
The golden vastness of the
shying and setting sun
The innocent silvery soil
All are witness of your oath.
An oath
with empty mouth
giving certainty
To live and love
Forever.....
But ==,
Broken words
with their airy tread
engulfed by the hollow
of the blue sky
And then,
My mind
ltself an echoed hollow
with the words
B R 0K E N,
Miss Kurane C. B.
B.A Il
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HELPLESS

Two children
of a hapless mother
Hunger in eyes
on the lap of the mother.
Poverty stricken face
wrinkled,
Under a thatch.
Bread ... Bread ?
Heart tearing sound !
Helpless eyes
Answering through
Cold tears
Smothered voice
Upto the quivering lips
Dared not
To out
Miss Desai Vandana
B. A ll

HONESTY

In the darkness

Of the dark room

A man

Deeply drunken

The wine of thought.
He has a friend intimate
Without any sentiment
But a supposed faith
Who lived on his bounty
Deceived him.

And he remembered
His Dog
Of Loyal company
Without any self

His face then -
The sea of waves
Foamy, splashing

And eyes
A furnace of red
Coals
Pouring fire

Signalling to lips
To mutter
And the lips muttered
* Honesty is but a
Bubble of water *

Miss Kawale S. J.
B.A. I
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